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Media Release 

LOCAL RESIDENT AWARDED FOR  
OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION 

 
 
5 March 2009, Brisbane: Greenslopes resident Sarah Boersen has been 
recognised as a 2008 Volunteer of the Year for her philanthropic support of the 
North Burleigh Surf Life Saving Club and will receive a prize donation of $A10,000 
for the not-for-profit organisation.  
 
Recognised by her employer, Macquarie Group and its philanthropic arm, the 
Macquarie Group Foundation, the annual Macquarie Staff Community Awards 
program acknowledges the outstanding community contributions of its staff, as 
well as the organisations they serve. 
 
Sarah has been awarded the Volunteer of the Year Award, which is given to a 
dedicated volunteer who devotes significant time and efforts to a not-for-profit 
organisation.  
 
Sarah is North Burleigh Surf Life Saving Club’s fundraiser and spokesperson as 
the Club’s nominated Conrad Jupiters Summer Surf Girl, a fundraising initiative of 
Surf Life Saving Queensland. She organises a number of fundraising events 
throughout the lifesaving season.  She also assists with the training of new 
crewman of the Inflatable Rescue Boats and organises the water safety at 
Brisbane’s annual Open Water Ocean Swim. In addition, Sarah is an active 
volunteer for the National Breast Cancer Foundation and supports Macquarie 
Group Foundation initiatives such as Big Buddy – a one-on-one reading guidance 
and mentorship program for primary school children. 
 
Kylie Parmley from the North Burleigh Surf Life Saving Club is very grateful for 
Sarah’s time and commends her dedication. 
 
“Sarah is a highly committed and devoted member of the Club and has truly made 
an impact on those she works with. Through Sarah’s fundraising and volunteering 
efforts, she has significantly helped raise the community profile of the North 
Burleigh Surf Life Saving Club. The funds that Sarah has raised will assist the 
Club in purchasing and maintaining vital life saving equipment,” said Ms Parmley.   
 
Julie White, Head of the Macquarie Group Foundation, said the Foundation places 
great importance on supporting the community efforts of its staff. 
 



“The contribution of Macquarie Group staff – as volunteers, fundraisers, board 
members of not-for-profit organisations and pro bono service providers – 
continues to grow from strength to strength, significantly enhancing Macquarie’s 
overall community effort. 
 
“We are very proud of this year’s record number nominees for the Macquarie Staff 
Community Awards and I would like to congratulate Sarah on her efforts and the 
contribution she has made to the North Burleigh Surf Life Saving Club.  
 

ENDS 
For more information, a photograph or interview please contact – 
Agata Kenna 
Mobile: 0400 305 767 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
Macquarie Group Foundation 
The Macquarie Group Foundation – the philanthropic arm of Macquarie Group – 
has been providing support to community programs for more than 35 years.  In the 
last year, the Macquarie Group Foundation, together with Macquarie Group staff 
efforts, contributed more than $23 million to over 800 community organisations 
around the world.   
 
North Burleigh Surf Life Saving Club  
A Club steeped in tradition, the North Burleigh Surf Life Saving Club was founded 
in 1949. Since its humble beginnings, which saw the Club housed in a tent on the 
foreshore of the North Burleigh Beach, the Club has grown into one of Australia’s 
leading Life Saving Clubs. The Club prides itself on its achievements in all arenas 
– from Surf Sports and Competition through to Education and Training. The end 
result is that the Club maintains a ‘Fatality Free Beach’ and provides a safe and 
enjoyable experience to all visitors to the area. 
 
 


